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ling. He did what he could to save the Catholic
cause in Germany and he got verbal promises
from the victor, but he doubted their being kept.
He was thoroughly alarmed at the too great
measure of success he had obtained by his
right judgment of the military talents of the
Swede.
Gustavus Adolphus, having thus made him-
self supreme upon the Rhine and having swept
over the whole of the north and centre of Ger-
many, proposed to turn upon the hereditary
lands of Ferdinand II and to strike at the heart
of the old Imperial power. There was a moment
in which it looked as if he might have seized
Vienna itself. He crossed the Danube, he
invaded Bavaria. The great Tilly died of wounds
received in action, and it seemed as though
the Catholic and Imperial cause were now
really lost for ever in the Germanics.
At that moment, in desperation, Ferdinand
called upon the captain who had formerly led
the Imperial troops to victory, Wallenstein. It
was a risk, for the army would follow Wallen-
stein in person rather than the Emperor, and no
one knew what Wallenstein would do if he
should prove successful again. He was quite
unscrupulous and was playing his own hand.
Armies in those days were nearly all mercenary.